Passover at Calvary Baptist Church

Sunday , April 1, 2007

Many of the parishioners at Calvary
Baptist Church had never witnessed a
traditional Passover Seder. Like most
Christians in America they perhaps
considered the Passover Seder to be
one of those ceremonial Jewish
traditions that no longer bound the
believer in Christ. Or like many other
Christians they believed that the
Passover Seder was replaced by the
Lord’s Supper. Theologically speaking in
both cases they were correct. So why
did the Pastor at Calvary Baptist
Church deem that it would be
beneficial to have Pastor Denson

Cut Off from Israel?

“God brought the Jewish people out of
the land of Egypt roughly 3500 years
ago, after a period of silence that

lasted about 400 years. Just prior to
Jesus’ ministry on earth we find another
period of silence of about 400 years "
Pastor Denson stated introducing the
subject.

As he garnered his kittel and kippa he

demonstrate a traditional Seder? Was it
the clergy’s intention to bind the

people of God to the yoke of the
ceremonies whose freedom Christ had
obtained at the cross?

On the contrary, the purpose was to
deepen their understanding and
appreciation for God’'s amazing plan
of salvation concealed for centuries
within the symbols of the Passover
Seder.

“For the Law which has a
shadow of good things to
come... " (Heb 10:1)

began to stress just how serious the
preparations for the Pas sover are to the
Jewish people by quoting scriptures:

“...the first day you shall put away
leaven out of your houses. For
whoever eats leavened

bread... THAT SOUL SHALL BE CUT
OFFfrom Israel.” (Exo 12:15)
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“This is a one of
a kind ministry.
You are part of
something that
has never
happened
before in
history!”

- David Brickner

Pastor Denson elaborating on
the seriousness of removing
leaven from the Jewish
household prior to the Passover
Seder.
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Lighting of the candles prior to partaking
of the meal by Donna

Pastor Denson with the Haggadah

Eating bitter herbs in remembrance of
the bitterness of being slaves in Egypt.

The Haggadah (means to tell)

A day before the Passover the man of
recites from the Haggadah, “All manner of leaven

that is in my possession, whether | have observedi tor
not observed it, whether | have searched it out or not
searched it out shall be regarded as null and be

common property, even as the dust of the earth.”

The Haggadah contains the Passover story, prayers,

songs and the order of service.

The actual meal begins with the woman of the house
lighting the candles, which reminds us that the
Messiah (the Light of the World) was promised
through the seed of the woman. (Gen 3:15)

“Blessed are you O Lord our God, King of the
universe, who sanctified us in Yeshua the
Messiah, the Light of the World and our

Passover Lamb.”

the house then

Purging the Leaven

So why would God place such
Serious repercussions on
breaking this rule? The answer is
that like many of the biblical
holidays, the Passover is a feast
that is steeped in symbolism for
God’s plan of redemption.

The first step in the plan of
salvation is to repent.

“...the kingdom of God draws
near. Repent, and believe the
gospel.” (Mar 1:15)

Repenting is the act of turning
from your sins. Leaven is used
throughout the scriptures as a
symbol for sin. So in like manner
God tells his people prior to
enjoying the Passover feast to
search their households for
leaven. So for weeks prior to the
Passover the Jewish families will
clean and search for any trace
of leaven in their houses so that
they may not be considered
unworthy to partake in this holy
celebration. In like manner Paul
refers to the Passover when he
instructs the Corinthians to:

“...let us keep the feast; not
with old leaven, nor with the
leaven of malice and
wickedness, but with the
unleavened bread of sincerity
and truth.” (1Co 5:8)

Paul was illuminating when
discussing the Lord’s Supper, as
he states latter in the letter:

“...he who eats and drinks
unworthily eats and drinks
condemnation to himself.”
(1Co 5:8)
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message of the pop culture,
power of positive thinking,
name-it and claim-it, mega
churches that Christians are
flocking to today. But this was

an integral part of the teachings
of the early church, which

clearly understood these
symbols Paul was alluding to in
his epistles. So as a Christian it is
important for us to search out
our hearts for the old leaven

and partake of the unleavened
bread of Christ.

Pastor Denson explaining the tallit (praver
Shaw
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Four cups of wine in the Passover are
used to remind us of the four distinct
promises of God to the Hebrews before
taking them out of the land of Egypt. (1)
“I will take you out of Egypt”, (2) “I will
deliver you from Egyptian slavery”, (3) “I
will redeem you with a demonstration of
my power”, and (4) “I will acquire you as
a nation.”

By first putting away the leaven and then
proclaiming God'’s redeeming power,

we should no longer be “
(Rom 6:17-18)

During the celebration the father uses a
bag for the Matzah (unleavened bread)
that has three compartments for three
pieces of Matzah called a Matzahtosh.
(This seems to represent the three
persons of the trinity).

slaves to sin”

An Opportunity to Become Part of Something Special

The second Matzah is taken out of the
bag has the appearance of stripes and
piercing, from how it is prepared. It is
then broken, with half of it going back
into the Matzahtosh and the other half is
wrapped in linen cloth and hidden. Later
the children of the house search for this
Matzah and receive a reward. It is
obvious that this Matzah represents
Jesus, the second person of the trinity,
who was pierced for our transgressions
and by His stripes we were healed. (Isa
53:5)

And it was Jesus that tells us to “* seek and

you will find. ” (Mat 7:7)

Article by: Don Lett
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There is so much more that | wish | could
share with you in this newsletter. The
Pesach (Passover Seder) carries such
symbolic meaning that it would take a
multitude of pages to capture all the
distinctive nuisances of each of the
details of this celebration. Somewhere in
our Christian history we seem to have
divorced ourselves from our Jewish
heritage. In doing so, we have lost some
of the rich meanings of those traditions
that can deepen our spiritual walk with

IF YOUR CHURCHSCHOOL OR HOME WOULD LIKE

Yeshua the Messiah. Today many preachers
are preaching the promises of God but not
that we need to prepare ourselves to

partake from the true Matzah (Yeshua) by
purging the leaven from our hearts. The
Pesach is family worship of our great God. |
pray that you are partaking regularly as a
family of the “Bread of Heaven”, your life,

and sustenance - Yeshua the Messiah.

IN THE MESSIAH'S SERVICE
PASTOR JOHN DENSON

TO HAVE A PASSOVER PRESENTATION CONTACT US

248 636 5338 OR 248 545 8800 EXT.28
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